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Civil & legal rights 

At what age do minors acquire majority (all 
adult legal rights)?  18 18 18' 18 18' 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18' 18 18' 18 18 18

Minimum age for legal emancipation 
through marriage 16 16* 17* 15+ 16' 16* 16*' 17* 16 16 17 16 16* 16 16* 16 16 17 16 17 16 16

Minimum age for legal emancipation 
through employment 18 16* 16* 16* 18 18 18 16* 16* 18 16* 18 16 18 14 16* 18 16+ 18 18 16* 16*

Difference between general age of majority 
and earlier legal emancipation through 
marriage or employment

-2 -2 -2 -3 -4 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 -2 -4 -2 -2 -2 -3 -1 -2 -2

What is the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility (MACR)? 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14+ 14 14 14 12 14 14 13

What is the minimum age at which child 
offenders can legally be detained with 
adults? 

18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18

As of what age is the deprivation of liberty 
of minors allowed for arrest, detention or 
imprisonment? 

14 14 14 14 14' 8 14 14' 14 14 14 14 14 14' 14 14 14 14 12 14 14 13

What is the minimum age at which 
offenders can get capital punishment? 

xx xx xx 18 xx xx xx xx 18 xx xx xx xx xx xx 18 xx xx xx xx xx xx

Minimum age at which a child can lodge 
complaints and seek redress before a court 
or other relevant authority without parental 
approval

16 18' 14 14 14+' 14* 16 14 14 14 14 16 14 16 18 14 10 14 18' unclear 14 14'

Difference between MACR and the age to 
seek redress in court 

2 4 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 4 0 -4 0 6 n.d. 0 1

Age at which a child has the right to be 
heard / give testimony in judicial and 
administrative proceedings affecting the 
child (such as adoption, divorce of parents, 
placement, asylum international protection, 
immigration)

10+ 10 10 10 0+ 10' 12 10 10 <18 10 0+ 10 0+ 10 10 10 10 0+ 10 n.d. 0+

Minimum age at which a child / adolescent 
can consent/withhold consent to 
placement in foster care

12 10 10 10 n.d. unclear n.d. 10 10 n.d. 10 xx 0+ 10+ 14 10 10+ unclear n.d. n.d. 0+ 10

Minimum age at which a child / adolescent 
can consent/withhold consent to adoption 12' 10 10' 10 10 14 12 10 10 14+ 10 12 10 0+ 10 10 10+ 10 0+ 10 0+' 10

Minimum age at which a child / adolescent 
can consent/withhold consent to change 
of name (usually family name, sometimes 
also first name) 

12 10 10 10 10 n.d. n.d. 10 10 10 10 10 10 10+ 18 10 10+' 10 n.d. 10 7*' 10

Minimum age at which a child / adolescent 
can consent/withhold consent to change 
of guardianship, family modification after 
divorce, change of citizenship and similar

12' n.d. 10 14 16 14 <18* 10 10 14 10 16' 10 15+ 14 10 15+ 10 n.d. 10 10' 10

Minimum age at which a child / adolescent 
can have access to information concerning 
his/her biological origins (e.g. in cases of 
adoption, various forms of conception)

0+ xx xx xx 7' 16 18 xx xx 18 xx n.d. 18 15+ 18 xx 16 xx n.d. xx 14 xx

Data in light grey: The EU Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) has kindly provided information on BG, HR, RO collected by their interdisciplinary research network FRANET.

Data in light blue: Data has not yet been verified by UNICEF Country Offices. 
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